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elusion, however, is subject to the same criticisms which he directs 
against many of the theories which he examines. No scheme of taxa- 
tion is ideal, nor can any such scheme be devised ; but, in the opinion 
of the reviewer, the law of diminishing utility has enough standing to 
justify a minimum exemption and a progressive tax. 

The book is too large. In justice to the author it should indeed be 
noted that of his 775 pages 84 are devoted to bibliography and 29 to 
index and charts. The text itself, however, has been expanded by 
criticism, often sharp but not always penetrating. Orderly presenta- 
tion and criticism of other men's theories has its value ; it is a form of 
investigation that has come more and more into vogue ; but in the 
matter of progressive taxation there is greater need of a program ; and 
a program must rest upon something more constructive than a method 
of criticism. In view of the conclusion of the work, the author can 
not be altogether freed from the charge of over- emphasizing the 
method of treatment of his problem as compared with its analysis. 

Frank L. McVey. 
University of North Dakota. 

Income Taxation : Methods and Results in Various Countries. 
By K. K. Kennan. Milwaukee, Burdick and Allen, 1910. — 347 pp. 

This should prove a very useful reference book. It gives for all 
countries the main facts concerning former and existing income taxes. 
It offers no discussion of the theory of income taxes, but the results of 
each tax are summarized and the opinions of officials and scholars 
thereon are often quoted. The definitions given in the first chapter are 
very brief, but they seem to contain all that is necessary to understand 
the rest of the book. 

The book will be very useful to editors and to scholars who want to 
have at hand an outline of the income taxes which have been and are 
being collected in different countries. Counting separately the differ- 
ent states comprised in the federal governments of Germany and the 
United States, but not counting separately the Swiss cantons (for which 
the results are merely tabulated), there are over eighty different govern- 
ments, large and small, whose experience with income taxes is reviewed. 

While the statements for the several countries are so condensed as 
to bring them all within about 340 large octavo pages, yet they em- 
brace about all that is necessary to know for ordinary purposes. The 
author has also been successful in the apportionment of his space, giv- 
ing, for example, seventeen pages to England and twenty-one to Prussia, 
while countries of lesser importance are given but little space. 
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The history of the two federal income taxes in the United States and 
of that in the Southern Confederacy is gone into in considerable detail, 
and the action thus far taken by the several states in regard to the pro- 
posed income-tax amendment to the constitution is recorded in full. 
The author has not overlooked those cases where a series of taxes are 
combined into a virtual income tax, nor does he hesitate to include 
some taxes which are income taxes in appearance only, like the recent 
corporation tax of the United States. Where foreign taxes are referred 
to, any amounts of income or rates mentioned are usually given in 
foreign money, but with the equivalent in American money. This is a 
useful feature for American readers. 

The work has been done with accuracy and with such care that to 
call attention to any of the slight errors discovered would be almost 
hypercritical. In condensing so much material into so small a space it 
is almost inevitable that some of the modifying conditions should be 
omitted and that some statements should be made which are too broad 
or too general. But such instances seem too few to lessen the usefulness 
of the book. Moreover, in handling such a mass of material, legal and 
statistical, it seems to be humanly impossible to avoid an occasional 
slip. One may be mentioned, to show how unimportant the errors 
are rather than by way of criticism. Thus on page 64 it is stated that 
the British income tax is regressive in its first grade. This misstate- 
ment arises from an error in computing the rate on the entire income 
for a tax rate of one shilling per pound on the excess over ^160 in an 
income of ^161. That rate is of course 0.31 per cent, not 5 per 
cent as given. But the chart in Appendix C shows the digressive 
character of this tax correctly. Here and there are similar slight 
errors, but they are usually in the illustrative computations offered, and 
the reader can readily correct them for himself. None that has been 
found is even as important as the insignificant one cited above. 

One interesting feature of the book is that it appears to have been 
compiled mainly from the reports of the British and American consular 
officers and from books, essays and the like published in this country. 
A number of handbooks in foreign languages have been used, but it is 
a little surprising to note, for example, that the voluminous records in 
Schanz's Finanz-Archiv have not been referred to. 

As the book is so comprehensive, and, so far as the reviewer can 

judge, reasonably accurate , it should prove a very acceptable source of 

information on a subject of immediate general interest. 

Carl C. Plehn. 
University of California. 



